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PROCLAMATION NO. 20/2000
PROCLAMATION ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BUREAU
OF ORGANIZATION AND EXTENSION BENISHANGUL GUMUZ
REGIONAL STATE COOPERATIVE SOCIETIES

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to establish cooperative
societies in Benishangul Gumuz National Regional State
which are formed by individuals on voluntary basis and who
have similar need for creating savings and mutual
assistance among themselves by pooling together their

finance, knowledge, properly and labour.

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to enable cooperative
societies to solve their economic and social problems which
they can not overcome by working individually as well as to
enable them to get modern technology, industrial products,
loan services through their cooperatives and it has become
imperative to make them play an appropriate role in the
regions development by facilitating the means by which
they can compete in a free market by getting a better price

for their produce.

WHEREAS. it has become necessary to establish a
government organ that can coordinate, extend and
give support to cooperative societies which are
organized under the proclamation No 147/1999
issued by the Ethiopian Federal Democratic Republic
House of Representatives.

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with Constitution of

Benishangul Gumuz National Regional State Article 47

/b/ is hereby proclaimed as follows.
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Part One
General

Article 1
Short Title

This proclamation can be cited as the
Benishangul Gumuz National Regional State
Proclamation No 20/2000 to establish the
Organization and Extension of Cooperatives

Societies Bureau.
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established and registered in accordance
with the proclamation No 147/1999
issued by the Ethiopian Federal
Democratic Republic House of
Representatives and in  particular
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a) Agricultural cooperative Societies.
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b) Housing cooperative societies.
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TN F c) Industrial and  Artisans  producers
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Wl  PI3HA s NEC PONLT A4- d) Consumer cooperative societies.
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e) Savings and credit cooperative societies.
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f) Fishers’ cooperative societies.
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g) Mining and Energy cooperative societies

and
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h) Other Cooperative Societies
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"Cooperative Society" means a society
established by individuals on voluntary
basis to collectively solve their economic
and  social  problems and to

democratically manage it.

"Union" Means a second grade society
collectively establish by two or more

cooperative societies.

"Federation" means establish by two or
more unions or under special condition

established on regional status.

"Region" means Benishangul Gumuz

National Region.

"State” means Benishangul Gumuz

National Regional State.

"Executive Committee"” means
Benishangul Gumuz National Regional

State executive committee.

" Bureau" means cooperative society
organization and extension Bureau
established according to this
proclamation,
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Part Two

Establishment and answerable organization and

objectives
Article 3
Establishment and answerable

The Benishangul Gumuz National Regional
State Organization and Extension Bureau of
Cooperative Societies (hereafter cited as
cooperative Society Organization and
Extension Bureau) is a self supporting
having legal status government organ

established by this proclamation.
This Bureau is answerable to Benishangul
Gumuz National Regional state executive

committee.

Article 4
Establishment

The Bureau shall have a Bureau head
appointed by the executive committee and
appropriate heads and workers required for
the work.

The head office of the Bureau shall be in the
regional capital city and it may have branch
office as deemed necessary that would be
established at Zonal and woreda level.

Article 5

Objective

The Bureau shall the following major objectives.
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To create a conductive atmosphere by
which various cooperatives that are
based on the voluntary will of members
and have economic and social benefit to
the people of the region can get

organized.

To give support to members attain their
goal or service through equitable price in
order to minimize the required
production expense and service charge

of the cooperatives.

To give the necessary support to the
effort cooperatives make to get a better
market for the products and services
their of members and to protect the

interest of their members.

To give continued training and other
assistance. Which can enable
cooperatives; build their capacity not
only to extend the concept of cooperative
undertaking and solve their problems by
becoming active competitors but also to
have appropriate participation in the
development of the region.
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Part Three

Powers and Duties of the Bureau and the

Bureau Head

Article 6
Power and Duties of the Bureau
The bureau shall have the following power and

duties.

1.  The Bureau shall formulate policy ideas on
cooperative societies; performs research
activities, facilitates conditions for the
preparation of development projects that
are undertaken by participation of
members and which are useful to the
growth of cooperative societies and
successive implementation strategy is
devised.

2. It shall give the necessary support to organize
cooperative societies in the region in
accordance with voluntary needs of the

members.

3. It shall register and organized cooperatives
according to proclamation No 147/2000 shall

give legal personality certificate; and shall

make cancellation thereof.

4. It shall give professional assistance that the
accounting system and internal auditing of
cooperative society is strengthened and
protects their money and property against

misappropriation. It shall carry out timely

auditing of finance.
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If it finds out damage and loss of money
and property of the cooperatives, through
its audit reports it shall make effort to
retrieve it shall make that appropriate legal

measure is taken.

It shall make cooperatives to get the
necessary and timely market information
so that they become useful through
competing in the free market and be able
to make an appropriate contribution to the

economic development of the region.

It shall organize successive educational
and training program that will enable
to expand and develop broaden
cooperative extension in rural and
urban areas to members of cooperative
society employees and professionals.

It shall facilitate conditions by which
members can get means of enhancing
production products research based
loan thought their cooperatives and

become beneficiaries by selling their
product and services at better price.

It shall facilitate conditions by which
cooperative  societies, union and
federation in the region are to be

established.
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10. It shall make the necessary follow up and
give support when cooperative societies
form a union or when they part of when
they are dissolved that it is implemented

according to proclamation No.

127/1998/1999.

11. The Bureau shall make a follow up and
supervise that laws regulation and
directives that govern cooperative societies
are properly implemented.

12. It shall prepare the plan and budget the

Bureau and implement it when approved.

13. The Bureau shall become owner of
property, it shall make contract, shall be
sued and sued.

Article 7
The Power and Duties of the Bureau Head

The Bureau head shall have the following power

and duties.

1. Shall implement the power and duties
given to the office according to article 6
this proclamation.

2. Shall manage administers and control
the duties of the Bureau.

3. In accordance with the governments civil
servants administration laws. It shall
employ administer and terminate
contract or workers.

4. Shall prepare short medium and long
term plans work programs, budget and
implements when approved.
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5. According to the budget work and plan
approved for the Bureau, the Bureau makes
financial payments.

6. Opens bank accounts and operates it in the
name of the Bureau.

7. Delegate's powerand duties of the Bureau to
the workers as need may arise.

8. Presents reports, on work implementation
and budget utilization of the Bureau to the

concerned body.

9. Represents the Bureau in any

communication with the third parties.

10. The Bureau head shall perform other similar
duties assigned by the regional executive

committee and the president of the region.
Part Four

Miscellaneous Provisions

Article 8
Budget
The source of the budget of the Bureau shall

be the State and others.
Articlee9
Handling Documents and books of Accounts
The Bureau shall keep complete and legal
books of accounts.
The regions chief auditor's office shall audit
documents and books of accounts of the

Bureau.
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Article 10

Transitory Provisions

1. Rights and duties of the government bodies

which have been organizing cooperatives in
accordance with proclamation No. 85/78
for the establishment of cooperatives
societies and proclamation No. 85/94 for
establishment of farmers cooperatives
regarding cooperative societies shall be
transferred to the organization and
extension of the cooperative societies of the
Bureau of the region established by this

proclamation.

Government organs that have been
organizing cooperative societies shall hand
over all documents and information that

concern cooperatives to the Bureau.

Article 11
Obligation of Cooperation

All  concerned bodies are obliged to
cooperate to implement all matters stated

in this proclamation.
Article12
Inapplicable laws

Any law contrary to this proclamation shall
not be applicable as regards to matters

stated in this proclamation.
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Article 13
Power of Issuing Directives

The Bureau shall issue directives for the

implementation of this proclamation.

Article 14.
Effective Date of Proclamation

This proclamation shall be in force from the
date approved by Benishangul Gumuz

National Regional State Council.

Done At Assosa August, 2000

YAREGAL AYSHESHIM
President or Benishangul- Gumuz

Regional State



